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To THE 


STEWARDS 


OF THE 


FEAST: 


ohn oY Ns 1 7 —＋ Reynolds, 
illi am arwet, E Mr. Thema Fires. 
Simon Patrick, Eſq; y Mr. Samuel Sparry. 


John Sherlock, Eſ Mr. Samuel Smith, 
Richard Miller, Bla; Mr. George Newel.. 
Mr. Rober $ Conant . | 3 Mr d William Tyſon, 


Gentlemen, 


| 0 II have the diſcourſe Pub t, which" 
(1 (I prefone in Compliment ) you- 


ens'd to requeſt. Tam affraid,. 
— vil be bt my Opinion, when yon $4 — 


usd it; that it does not appear upon the review. | 


what : ſeem'd to be, when. it was qc 
deliver d. 

As on the one Hand you had the Hen 
more of the G Great Luminaries of the Church, 


2 


b - 
——CC— l — N 


. 
— - — — 2 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


on the other Hand, you. had the diſadvantage, in 


the beſt Ends for which it was defign'd, I ſhall 


. ſortof Sacrifice of my 6wn Judgment to Yours, 


to adorn your Solemnity than has been uſual ; So, 


chuſing ſo diſproportion'd.a Lamp to Light 
up in their Preſence. |, . Sa 
However, if the Diſcourſe anſwer any of 


account my ſelf more than recompenc d. Tho' 
in the mean time, I muſt tell you, I have. made 


to ſhow how much I am. 


* 
1 


: Gentlemen, IP 


= 4 * 
= 6.4.05 4 


Your very Humble Servant 
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A 


Preach'd before the "Hi 
Sons of the Clergy. 


| Revel. Il. part of the Eirſt Verle. 

— Theſe things ſaith He that boldeth 
the Seven Stars in his right Hand 
O the better underſtanding of this paſſage, 


when our Bleſſed Lord made his appear- 
ance to St. John; He is thus deſcrib'd, 


v. 16. He had in his right Hand ſeven Stars, and 


L. 20. the Miſtery is, in part, explain'd. The 
ſeven Stars are the | >a 7 the — Churches. 
That is, the Biſbops and Gui 
who had been, either ordain'd to that Order and 
. by the Hands of the Apoſtles them - 
elves, or were their immediate Succeſſors, in 
that high Office and Station in the Church. It 


is not tomy purpoſe to, eater upon that 
3 as to the Original Authority of 


** who, with tf ir 


juſt 


SERMON 


ve may obſerve that in the former Chap. 


es of thoſe Churches; 


r ww its 


2 
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_—_ 


juſt CharaQer and Function » no doubt, were 


and thoſe too, held in the right Hand of our Great 


—— 


chiefly deſign'd, by this Denomination, of the 
Angels of the Church, and were Ongrally in- 

ſtituted in the * lanting of Chriſtianity, az 

well before the Apoſtles had quitged tlie Wald, | 
as, after their deceaſe. But tius, as it is not 
my preſent Buſineſs, ſo, it were but Lighting a 
Candle to the Sun; face this Argument has been 


ſo invincibly clear'd and made out, by very 


Learned Pens even of our qwn/ Church, arid in 


this Age. 2 : | : 
That which I propoſe as a ſubject of Diſcourſe 


from theſe Words, and in this Solemnity, ſhall 
be, as breifly as may be, to remark upon the 
noble Character, appropriated to thoſe. that are 
the Guides and Diſpencers of the Goſpel, intima- 
ted by no leſs a compellation than that oſ. Stars, 


Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. And here, I ſhall 
crave leave to take this Illuſtrious Function, uy 
the complex Notion of the Clergy in Ge 
as being, in ſome meaſure entitPd to this high 
honour of Chriſt's holding the ſever Stars in his 
right Hand. Altho' there is no Queſtion, that 


What is here ſaid; is more immediately applicable 


to the Biſbops and Governours of the Church, 
thoſe Stars of the firſt Magnitude; yet, in Analogy; 
and with due, diſtant proportion, the reft: may. 


be conſider; as thus Efteem'd by our commofi 
Maſter, as gieing ſome Luſtre in t eir leſſer Orbs, 


that may allude to that of the Apoffle's, there is 


ons Stur differetly from another Star in Glor | T 
confeſs, it might almoſt put a Man put of Conn- 


tenance, in this forbidding Age of Yeormtys, © 


wherein 


"oh Sos = the Gs 


E 


wherein we live, to offer any thing toxwar mg 
nifying the Station and Character of the C 78 
when we might more properly ne. aſſume the 
poſt''s complaint, 1 Cor. 4+ 33, that we are made, 
pe Ts Na, an M C¹ 

uunbe filth of the World, ain 20% Offſcouring' of all 
things. I may: indeed fay; that there is hardly 
any communion in the Chriſtian World, wherein 
the Minifters in Holy tlüngs (whether. really ſo, 
or aſſuming that Office to 1255 have not 
more profound r de pant them, by thoſe of 
their on pr then what is offer'd to, or, 
perhaps, \wodkd$+berreceiv'd , dy the Clergy wf 


the Church of Eugland. But however, as the 


ſame Apaltle expreſſeth it, being defam d we in- 
4reat. Ii. We uſe ſoft Words. And yet, fince this 
Claim is allow d us, by him who has the Original 
diſpoſal of what: hondurs he pales Let — for 
5 once take the confidence. 


I. To conſider what there is in this Charactet 


of Stars which Chriſt hold's in his right Hand. 80 
far as the Governour and Clergy of the Cinch 
are Concern'd.'” And 
II. Appiy it to the happy offipring of this þ 
or and Degree of Men; both as to the advan- 
of their Birth; and the Obligations upon 
how to demean accordingly. 
wry What there is_ in this CharaQer of Stars 
which Chriſt holds in his right Hand. T- might 
here take occaſion to run out into many Fanciful 
Alluſions, with reſpect, to the Stars in the Hea- 
vens, andtheBiſbops, and Guides of the Church; 
in Which Method hath. chiefly conſiſted the 
trifling Divinity of 88 Ms we-drawing the 
Meta- 


* 
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Metaphor, into ſeveral Reſemblances, and from 


thence uttering many an Impertinent, and, fome- 


times, very pernicious Thoughts. But, Vobis 


not licet eſſe tam diſertis, Not but that, if we 


wou'd always have an Eye to that which lyes 


uppermoſt, and is the apparent deſign of the 


Metaphor in hand, the uſe of them, now and 
then, wou'd be not only profitable and in- 
ſtructive, but alſo, one of the moſt Delightſome 


parts of Rhetorick. 


Here therefore, in this allufion of the Stars iz 
the right Hand of our Lord Chriſt, I ſhall only 


take notice of that of Light, or Knowledge; and 


Parity , and unſpotedneſs of Life. Wherein, I 
ſhall Endeavour to do theſe two things. 

I. To ſhew the expediency of all due Learn- 
ing, and the neceſſity of an unſpotted and un- 
blameable Life, in the Guides and Clergy of the 
Church, that they may, in ſome Meaſure, an- 


z ſwer this Character, of Stars in the right Hands of 


Chriſt. | 
I. Congratulate the Church of Exgland upon 
the Bleſſing of ſuch a Clergy, with reſpe& to 
both the accompliſhments that the Gentlemen in 
this Audience, py” themſelves as the 
offfpring of ſuch, may reflect, what an honour- 
able ſtock they derive from, and thankfully own 
this allotment of Providence. e 

I. To ſhew the 1 all due Learning, 
&c. As to Learning and Knowledge, this 18 
aptly expreſt by the Light and Shining of a Star; 
ſo that it was proverbial amongſt the Jews, Id 


- ſant ſapientes in Mando, quod Luminaria in cœlo. 


Mea of Knowledge and Learning are in the 
| World, 


. the Sons of the Clergy. 


'World, what the great Luminaries are in the 


Heavens, they ſerve to Enlighten it. And this 


is the great n of the ſettl'd Function and 


Order of the Ante, that they ſhou'd be to 


Mankind, in General, what the Star in the Eaſt 
prov'd to the Wiſe Men, or what John the Baptiſt, 
the great fore runner ofthe Meftab, as a Burning 
and 4 Shining 1 ſent to do, viz. to 


ing People, direction and conduct to 
Eu he Knowledge fs Goſh | 


And thus indeed, did the Angels of the firſt 
Chriſtian 
ning Stars, upon the Account of their finiſh't 
Learning, whatever was neceſſary to make em 
able Guides for leading a Blind and Ignorant 
World, into the ſaving Knowledge of Chriſti- 
Anity. * 


It muſt be conſeſt, the Apoſtles, were for the 


moſt part, Originally plain, and unlearned Men; 
whoſe Education was 0 low and Mechanick, that 
they were not acquainted with the Arts of Rhe- 


torick, to wade, nor Rules of Logick, to 
out, Lech they were to propoſe. A thing 


own'd and redargu'd by Origez againſt Cel/as, who 


had objected the meanneſs of that Stile wherein 
the New Teſtament was Wrote. I 2%, 6 
x52 Ge x; leo Geameus, ws 7% mp —_— 
St el Me de ven Kc If (faith he) the 
Holy * ar pad us d that Elegancy and 
© choice of goo which is ſo much admir'd a- 


* mongſt the Greeks ; we might have ſuſpected, it 
had not been truth it ſelf Conquer'd Men, 
A but that ſome had been over · reach't by appearing 


*and fallacious coaſequences, or by the a 1 


nad 


anſwer the Alluſion of Shi- 
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— ** 


to inſtruct the entile 


ing, tho? moſt of the Apoſtles, through the mean- 
neſs of their Birth and Education, had nothing of 
that acquir'd Learning we are now ſpeaking of, 


et we have this to. cofilider, i EO 

"L That St. P 0, \rhgh Province was mainly, 
tile Aren who in his 

Epiſtles, has taken che greateſt Pains in Arguing 
the great Principles of CAfiſtianity; He himſelf 
was a Man of Letters; And, C0) Pd accordingly, 
reaſon with the Gentiles from their own Poets, 
and with his Coubrrey Meg. the Jem from their 
main topicks of Learning; © Demonftrating the 


Meſſiah out of their Prophe +, and from all their 


antient Rites and Uſages; not diſſembling, ſome- 
times, his Skill in the” abſtrüſeſt parts of Learn- 
ing, which He had Glean'd from their Cabbala, 


and at the Feet of Gamaliel. To lay the truth, 


He was a Man of that profound inſight into all 
that was Eſteem' d Learning amongſt the Jews, 
that his Writings, upon what Argument ſoever, 
have ſtill ſome reliſh of it. Which (to digreſs a 
little very briefly) "muſt, in all probability; be 
the reaſon, why ſo many unlucky Miſtakes have 
been. grounded from him; Men having either 


wholly loft, or not duly attended to the” Genius 


ſuch frequent and appoſite uſe Gl. T 


ofthe Jewiſh Learning, which this Apoſtle makes 


have 


run away with Doctrines of the Moral L 


. oy * aſl  # mg the 
Efficacy of Grace, the [decrees of God, & c. Which 


ſeem not likely to have been thought of, nor cou'd 
have given riſe” to ſuch Anpty/ and Endleſs 
Diſputes, as have ſince, rroubPt the World, had 
they thatavow?d them, but known or Conſider'd, 
the 


the Sons 7 rhe cg. 


| _s Heads of realoning, upon which St. Prot o was 
arguing, which, in all Wkelihood, had no refe- 
2 to what ſame have my che Ground of 
ame Doctrines in Chriſtianity. St. Peter him- 
5 acknowledges ſome” FLewifls in the E Epiſtles of 
St. Haul; things hardito be 2 5 they 
that are * 72 1 "reſt. 2 Per. 3- 
> 1 ' * 2 a * 18 3 
5 180 DB of Vhe Ger. 
tiles, Nettes tand tho', Trp. 
ſome: bg 72 "eaſily ifiagine, hs 
Bleffe" Jeſns- eHoſe his fir Miniſters from the? 
Herd, yet, that he might ſhow'howleW 
lent it 0d be for Aſter-Ages, that Eearhs 
ſhoud take up it's reſidence, 'with this Order 
of Men, He ſeiz'd this accompliſht Man: for his 
— and ſervice, by x perſonal appearance from 
Heaven; Jens 5 5 the e 
of this New ation © i 
from his own Mouth NY n * 
I may add | = th Ae 25 
II. That, even the Apolttes theimſblves, whoſe a 
hs of my had given them no ; | 


3 113y 


29:45 


+ Miracle, 
fa Tate. of Leateing; 
one * an Wfiole K. 


have lab bur 0 


aten e 


niſht 


Hermon 2 Bc” 


— 


niſht with Abilities to argue all Gain-ſayers out of 
Countenance ; then, cou'd th themſelves diſ- 
2 into the meaning "of: all their antient Prophe- 
es, the deſign of all thoſe Types and Sacrifices, 

5 g which the Ree had been ſhadow*'d out. 
Then, Language, tho? never ſo Foreign, or 
er. to by obtain'd _— but, — 


they cou d be as in, as their Mor her- tongue; 
and every St At 4 — cou'd hear the 
lad Tidings int —4 and — 


the Force 5 this convincing noching 
che reſt, that, certainl ke — — 
dut Truth in its higheſt Perſection, that cou — 7 in⸗ 
ſpire untaught Men, 222 ch Nagy Ha- 
Ss, in Lan es ſo ent from their own, 
and 10 dient 5 one another. 
So that, if we conſider the firſt Age of Chriſtia- 
nity, wherein 8 if it had not been ac- 
quir d by prævious Labour and Education; yet, 
was fo abundantly infus'd by him, in whom are 
all the * — Idæas of Truth, and Knowledge; 
—— „that now, in Ages when Miracles are 
„ thoſe that will pretend to be Stars in the 
right Hank of our Ken ranking” by ac- 
Since none but — ä 
— Berk fan mo ne wc ond: 
of otherwiſe - We may 


wy wich Ornateenes of hy 
Nature, who not onl 
but have beaten the 
Eaſy and 
Miſtry. Such were F 
and many an uſeful P 


22 | 8 the Hns of the C lergy. 


and the Schools of other Philoſophers, to whoſe 
 Midwifry (if I may fo expreſs it) we are owing 
| (under God) for ſo learned an Off-ſpring in Chri- 
ianity. | | 
$; And indeed it is highly expedient, that the 
ſhould thus make out the Repreſentations of ſo 
many Stars by their Light and Kyowledge, The 
Biſhops and Clergy of the Church, ſucceed the A- 
poſtles in their Stewardſhip of the Myſteries of 
God. 1 Cor. 4. 1. Let 4 Man ſo account of us, 4s 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſte- 
ries of God, And our Bleſſed Lord, after he had 
beengradually leading the Apoſtles into the Know- 
ledge of things, by a pleaſing Variety of Parables, 
and private Explication of ſome of them in their 
Retirements. He warns them to make uſe of that 
Knowledge of theirs, for the Edification of others ; 
like the Well-furniſht and Hoſpitable Houſe-kee- 
per, who, that he might give juſt Entertainment 
to his Gueſts, grudges not the Choice of all his 
Store and Proviſion ; but, what he thinks beſt 
ſuited to welcome them, brings it all out and ſets 
it before em. Matt. 13. 52. Then ſaid he unto 
them, every Scribe which is inſtructed unto the Ning- 
dom of Heaven, ts like unto a Man that is an Houſe- 
holder, which bringeth forth out of his Treaſare, 
things New and O.... fe; 
In all pretended Religions hitherto, we ma 
have obſerv'd a reſerve of Myſteries, into which 
the Prieſts only were thought fit to be initiated; 
and that too, with ſuch Solemnities of Horror, in 
the Act of their Initidation, as that none others 
durſt ſo much as pry into them: By which the 
Prieſts always ee ſo diſtinct a * 
N _ — 


— 


10 
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or themſelves, that all other Rariks of Men cou'd 


hardly forbear adoring them, for the elevated de- 
grees of Knowledge, they apprehended theſe Per- 


ſons admitted to. Such indeed, was the Reputa- 


tion they had upon this Account, that Proclus in 
his Plafonict Theology (as I. find him quoted by 


the Learned Seiden) tells us, that their initiale, 


when they were to be introduc'd to a participa- 


tion of theſe Myſteries, were wont to affright 
themſelves with dreadful Expectations of what 
they thought they muſt fee, in the inmoſt San- 


ctuary, at the Preſence of their Deities. Inſo- 
much, that the Prieft who knew how things 


were) had no little difficulty to perſwade them, 


that what they ſhou d then meet with, wou'd be 
no unlucky Empuſa, or frightful Morma, no Miſ- 


chievous Fury, or indeed any thing, which their 


prejudic'd ing inations (whnle they were Stran- - 
gers to the al 
-prepoſſeſt them with. . 
And as thefe pretended Religions had their 
' reſerve of Myſteries, by which their Prieſts 
maintain'd ſo awful a regard amongſt the People : 
fo had the Jewsno leſs, whoſe High- Priaſts (and 
that, but once a Year only) was permitted acceſs 
to the Holy of Holies, and this was the Crown 


ruſeſt parts of Truth) may have 


and Glory of His Character. 


Now, tho? there is nothing in "Chriſtianity, 
that ought to be kept up, induſtriouſly, from the 
Knowledge of it's Faithful Profeffors (for herein 
the Simplicity of the "Goſpel recommend's itfelf) 
yet, there are Myſteries even here too, that are 


: 5 laid down in the Holy Seriptures, the 
truth of which are to pe Vindicated, by the 
— 992 earn 


5 


„ „ 


— — — : — —— = - — 5 
9 © 


Learving of the Clergy, as a molt Sacred depoſp+ 
tum in 


Church; tho? we need not think dur 


{elves bound to Subject them to the weak Amuſe» 
ments of every Body's. reaſoning, by endeavour- 
ing too nicely in explaining them. The Antienr 
Fathers were wont to touch gently upon them; 


and, if occaſion led them to mention any thing 


of chat kind, they frequently ſlid off, Without 
further explaining them to the Chatechumeni, on- 
by with an nn ol luntcunhinoi the initiated know 


3 ings. 5 ws 
Which leads me to a Suggeſtion or two, in 
confirmation how highly emer a thing it is, 
that, thoſe. of the C 72 ou'd Shine in the 
brighteſt attainments of Knowledge they can ac- 
ire, in-Correſpondence to the Stars in the right 
I. The Sublimity, and (in ſome things,) the 
abſcurity of the Holy Scriptures Which are our 
main Sphere of Action. It is true, we are not to 
1 theſe, Holy Oracles, ſo much involv'd in 


mine the Sence. of them; becauſe, Where any 


11 


— — 
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that he might be able to menage Occaſional Con- 


troverſies, which may innocently ariſe, and Stemm 
the torrent of Errors, with which Hereticiſing 
Mme will be always troubling the Chriſtian 
World. 5 | wg | 
For God, who hath all the Springs of Knowledge 
Originally in Himſelf, cou'd eafily have made his 


whole Ae of Laws, equally plain and intelligh- 


ble, to the rudeſt, and moſt Illiterate Men ; But 
we may hence take ſome Scantlings of the Divine 


Wiſdom, in 3 ſome parts of Knowledge, 
which might be both incentives to, and rewards 


alſo of juſt induſtry. And this ſerves to keep u 


the Reverence of his Oracles amongſt the moſt 
elevated part of Mankind, that their great Learn- 
ing may not make them ſo Mad as to deſpiſe them, 
for the Meanneſs, and Obviouſnefs of their Con- 
tents. Hence that ancient Adage of the Holy 
Scriptures, that in them, as the Lamb may wade, 
fo the Elephant may Swim , and thoſe of the 


_ Clergy, who by their moſt labour'd enquiries herein, 


make themſelves greateſt Maſters of True-know- 
tedge, asto the moſt Sublime, and obſcure parts 
of the Holy Scriptures, muſt needs be accounted 
amongſt thoſe Stars, that Shine with a peculi 
Luſtrein the World. Eſpecially if Ladd. 

II. The different Temper, and Genius of mixt 
Converſations, it is _ y.expedient that thoſe 
of the Clergy, ſhou'd, by their Light and Know. 
ledge, be able to dart their Rays, and diffuſe their 
influences with agreeable Variety. Some there 
are, - whoſe Ears muſt not be always dulPd with 


plain and obvious things, which the A b c darian in 


Religion equally underftands, and, becauſe he 
| | "I Under- 


% . ta. dd AM at 


nn. 


9 "the Sms of the Clergy. | | 


Underſtands, he thinks he may deſpiſe: Others, 
who loſe their time and themſelves in dry, ſpecu- 
lative Diſcourſes, do make ſuch fort of Learning 
neceſfary in the Clergy, as may enable 'em to Fa- 
miliarize higheſt Truths, and bring them down 
within the comprehenſion” of lower Capacities, 
Not to mention contingent Caſes of Conſcience, 
neceſſary Advice and Counſel to troubPd Minds, 
with various other Emergencies, not eafily fore- 
feen, which wou'd baffle the unſtudy'd Man, and 
ſoon make him appear unworthy his Function, 
and unequal to that Character of a Star in the right 


Hand of our Maſter Chriſt Jeſus. He only is 


the Workman that needs not be aſbam' d, that can 
rightly divide the word of Truth, for which, the 
Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to Stady,. to ſhew himſelf 
approv/d of God, 2 Tim.'2. 17. 
And thus much may ſerve, with reſpe& to that 


firſt Alluſion to a Star, the great expediency of 


Light, or Shining and uſeful Knowledge, which 
is ſuppos'd to adorn the Biſhops and Clergy of the 
Church. If at leaſt it = not ſeem a Solæciſm, 
«for fo dimm a Light in fo obſcure an Orb, to 


E preſume with ſuch feeble Efforts, to become 


4 an Advocate for the Learning of the Clergy, in a 
place, where ſo many, ſo exceedingly more 
* conſpicuous, as to this Qualification, make up 
< ſome part of the Audience, © © 
But there is another Alluſion in this Emblem 
of a Star, which hints at the neceſſity of the 
Guides and Clergy of the Church, their being 


"Port ind unpourdneb of Life.” This | 
. Parity and un els of Life. is I 
ſhall but briefly er dere as carrying with it 

2 „ à great 
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eat 9 of fell. Evidence. 170 this Degree 
und Ocder 12125 our Bleſſed Lord directs, with 
reference to dite cher L am nom upon, Mast. 5- 
14 Te are the Light of the World; a-City that 2 
2 an an Hill cannot be hid And from hence 
he demands it of them 872 Let your Light. ſo 
Shine before Men, that they ſeeing your goud Work he 
may Glorify; Jour Father 2 in Heaven. S. Jude 
meat] thoſe. Teak that had crept into 
the Church, and by their Doctrines wWwoud have 
introduc'd a Liberty of Sin, he calls them Wander- 
ing Stara and 4 ſuitable puniſhment, 
vis. that, what Luſtre foever they may — 
pretended: to. blaze with, yet, to hem i reſery 891 
the * 5 f Darkneſs * La Jud. 
v.13. Indeed St. net i. wurd Hog be. 
Luch,, alloys. them not ſo mucl as ame or 
Relation os them but calls them, C lou Name or 
carried with). a. I. A to mbom the Zi Dark. 
neſs it reſerv N euer, 2 Pet. a, 27. It is a 
Solæciſm in Nature, a Star, either without Light, 
N50 unded of for  Heterogeneows to it 
ſo in Nature more in Religion, 
for. che Guides 0 her Ignorant, or Scan. 
dalous. It muſt needs be a perpetual 
ment to a Vicious Clen x to ſearch into thoſe 


important 2 2 he does know, 
he e to fee DEF MBuRogts 
agai And feet y be, that do 
break thro? the Natural rel W b Jlorh and 


norance to Rifle the T — ol —— 
_ for their own. external Embeliſhmeat, 

not for inward and. ſubſtantial advances in — 
aud true G — — Knowledge will prove 


their 


"rhe Suns of the Clergy, 


— 


their. Confulion, and add to their Condemnation- 
are we ef 
ti his 14704 


at laſt. we knom theſe things, hap 
we do OE He that kripws the Wil ill 
and -doth it not, ſhall be Beaten with many Stripes, 


hen it can't exert its Dominion ſo far, '/as to 


— a Luſt, of ſubdue the Rebel Will to it's 


excellent and perfective Rules and. * 
Whereas it was the great boaſt of Phitoſop y of 


Old, that it was Cults erSeptivarng)zpns 4 ee 


e und perfeiting of Human Life. 
| is the other main er to che 


Character, — 5 fils up: the whole alluſion in the 


— 


How does this dethrone Divinity from its Empire, | 


Text; as ligii aud knowtedgt, on the one Hand, 


So Purity and Unſpottedpeſs fob Late; on the other 
—— 1 up the complete 1 7 25 the neg hand 
PIR 1: Sf "Of C4, 
And thus 1 dis led to Congratulate 22 
wy Communion” which we are wo. nr 5 


Governours and „in their ſeveral Sphe 
both for their Learning andSobtieey, do. — 
haps, more iluſtriouſſy *, than in any other 


ion m the hol. Clritan World. This 


* A i a 


? "x Ver- 


mult not be taken in the. aſſuming arrogant 
ſence; but in proſoundeſt acknowledgments. of 


thankfulnefsto/Him, who is the ur hor of all good 
giſte, ibe Father of tights, Jam. 1. 17. Our Stars 


which ſtream from that great Fountain of Light, 
the Sun f rigineonſaeſa tu whom uni we owe our 


in this Churchdo ſhine hut With herrow d Beams, 


e Tributes of Praiſe: w/o muketh ſuch to differ? 


and what have they that they diu wot receive? 


But, next to the wiſe and indulgent Provi- 


donce of God, the great Learning ee, _— 


— — 
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ſhines ſo bright in the Clergy of this Church, may 
be, in part, aſerib'd to the Genius of the Age it 
ſelf; wherein People ſeem grown weary of 
Wheadles, and not willing to take things meerly 
upon Truſt; but will be perſonally inquiſitive, like 
the Noble Bereans, who wou'd not take St. Paul's 
Word immediately, but ſearch't the Scriptures, 
whether things were ſo or nd. Act. 17. 11. ſome- 
thing perhaps, may be attributed to the diſtem- 
pers of an Age, which ſome of us may almoſt re- 
member; Wherein every illiterate Mechanick 
thought himſelf ſufficiently furniſh't to ſet up for 
an Oracle, and, for want of due Learning, had 
fill people's Minds with ſuch confus'd SH of 
Divinity, that the ſhame of this, by the over-ru- 
ling of Providence, (which can bring Good out of 
Evil) has rais'd up ſome more diſcerning Spirits, 
that ſhow'd diſtinguiſh the Jewel in the Rubbiſh, 
and Skilfully unravel, what fuch rude and un- 
Skilful Hands had pretended to wind u. 
Bleſſed God! in what a Seaſon have ſuch Stars 
. -appear'd! as if they had, for ſome years been 

fitting out on purpoſe, to Stem a Tide of Enthuſi- 
aſin on the one hand, and Popery on the other; 
the former having prov*'d fo great an in- let to the 
latter, which began, within our own remem- 
brance, to ſwell ſo high upon us, and which, I 
wilk-not ſay, all the Learning, but all the Sophi- 
| rac „and Malice, and Wretchedly applied In- 

duſtry that cowd be ſummon'd together, had 
made ſo impetuous. Surely this laſt Scene, that 
hath been ſo lately play'd off within our View, 
may touch our Minds with a grateful: Senſe of 
the happy State of our Age and Church; and wt b 


a 


— „* . 


—— 
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moſt devout, and thankful acknowledgments to 
our Great Maſter, the Bleſſed Jeſus, who has 
held forth ſo many Stars in his right Hand, and 
bleſs't us with the benign and kindly influences. 
of ſuch Light, and Vnſpottedneſs of Life, 

Tocloſe this whole diſcourſe I come now 
L aſtly, to apply what has been ſaid, to the 

bappy offſpring of this Rank and degree of Men, 
both as to the advantages of their Birth, and the 
950 gations upon them, how to demean accord- 

ingly. _ | * 

- As to the advantages of your Birth, you ſee, 
(Gentlemen) from what Stock you derive; from 
ſuch as (generally ſpeaking) have made them- 
ſelves 3 in Learning, and an Unblameable 
Life; by which you have had the advantage of 
an early Inftitutioa in the Knowledge of things 
of higheſt Importance; and a Pious Education, 
owing. to the Inſtructions and Examples of thoſe 
from whoſe Loins you have 
may obſerve it, that St. Paul, from the Biſbop, 
to the Deacon himſelf, ſuppoſes ſuch not only 
blameleſs themſelves, but as Ruling their . own 
Houſe well, having their Children in Sadjeftion with 


all gravity. 1 Tim. 3, 4. 12. And this you are 


to eſteem the Advantage of your Birth, whoſe 
Parents are to be ſuppob d, as having had 4 pe- 


oceeded. We 


culiar regard to this great, Apoſtolicaſ Rule, and 


that you have accor 
nurture and admonition 
the adv 
ueſtion , they more peculiarly intereſted their 
hildren, which: you may Contemplate as lodg'd 
with their Bleſſed * „where any of them- 


0 


/ been brought up in the 


ſelves 


the Lord. You have 
e of thoſe Prayers, wherein, no 


* 
* 
a 4 * 
* 
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hens. ce ot. 
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ſelves may have been gone. before; the Fruits 
whereof you may ſtill expect to reap, if you lay 
no Bars in your own way. Ina Word, youhave 


the advantage of very encouraging Claims to Di- 


vine Providence, as you are the offſprinig of thoſe 
who are repreſented as held in the right hand of 
Chriſt; one main and important Meaning of 
which Expreſſion ſeems to be the peculiar endear- 
ments of that Function and Order of Men to him 
ſelf, and conſequently , the eſpecial Place hey 
have in the regards of his Providence to them and 
theirs, that I may allude to that of the P/almiſt, 


Hie will bleſs the Houſe of Aaron The Lord 


thers. Some of you have the Honour of bein 


will encreaſe you more and more, you and jour Chil- 
aren. Pſ. 11 F. 12, 14. bi 26, + 008 


Theſe are the advantages of your Birth and 
Parentage, which in your own thoughts, might 
run you out into grateful Reflections upon ſeveral 
particular Bleffings appendant to ſuch advantages 
as theſe. Conſider therefore... 
IT. The Obligations you are under, how to 
demean- your ſelves worthy of this derivative 
honour — to your firſt Originals. Theſe 
c eave to inſtance under theſe two or three 
7 K ' ; 4 1 r 4 9 : 


I. Always to keep up the juſt eſteem you ought 
to have, of that Character of Men from whence 
you your ſelves have Sprung It is Solomon's Obſer- 
vation, Pro. 17. 6. The Glory of Children are their 
Fathers. It ought to be accounted'a moſt valu- 
able Bleſſing that you are the Children of ſuch Fu- 
the Sons of thoſe Stars that have been fixt in the 

To Higheſt 


* 


2s it 


A * 


————_ 


the Sons of the Clergy. 


Higheſt 'Orbs; This indeed derives a place of 


eſteem, beyond others of the Brotherhood; but 


this is not what Iwou'd meerly point at, at this 
time. I | : , | 
| ix ea noſtra voco, 


: — 1 VC g are the Sons of ſuch my as have 
exemplified the peculiar property of a Star, Shi- 
ning brighteſt, 'in the Coldeſt and Sharpeſt Nights 
of Affliction, which the iniquity of ti Limes, had 
dy upon this Church and Nation, And this 
| s affixt an Odour and Fragrancy upon the 
Names and Memory of ſuch Parents, ſo, it has de- 
ſervedly entitled the Children to very particular 
—.— But, this is not all I aim at yet. It is 
an Obligation upon the Sons of the Clergy in ge- 
neral, to value themfelves upon that Rank and 
Order of Men from whence they have Sprung. 
Beware I befeech you, Gentlemen, of falling 
in with that Air of Contempt, which is apt to pre- 
vail in a Looſe and Sceptick Age, towards all the 
Miniſters in Holy things. Have a care of makin 

any of thoſe ſteps toward Irreligion, which fir 

appear in Vilifying that Character which your 
Fathers have bore. Affect not the Faſbion, of 
reckoning it a diſparagement to be the Son of 4 
Prieſt. That Man breath's not the Spirit of 


Chriſtianity, that aſſumes that part of the Scorner, 


to employ his Wit, in a contemptuous Raillery 
upon the Function, from the meer nature of the 


FunRion it ſelf. He bears no reſemblance to th®# 
Great Lord of all, who has pleas'd to proclaim 


ſo much his eſteem of them, that whiles He him- 
fel Shines with thoſe -— vgs that are appropri — 
* 2 te 
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ted to the Son of Righteouſneſs, allows his Mini- 

ſters the Honour of being Stars in his right Hand. 
Whatever therefore others do, do you ſtill keep 
up in your own Minds, that juſt eſteem you ought 
| to have for the Stock you are of. Leſs than this 
= 


torfeits your Intereſt in thoſe happy Advantages of 
ern and Education, which I havealready men- 
=_ tion'd. — | | 
1 But, thanks be to God, I find my ſelf pretty 
= much ſuperſeded, as to this Caution, and Argu- 
1 ; ment. The numerous and decent Appearances 
in this anniverſary Solemni ' is Demonſtration 
that you are not yet aſham'd of your Parentage. 
This has been, and probably ſtill is lookt upon 
with an invidious Eye, becauſe it fo viſibly con- 
. | fronts thoſe ſcandalous Impreſſions which our Ad- 
5 verſaries of the Church of Rome wou d make upon 
the Married Clergy, as if ſome Evil Diſeaſe, and 
Poverty, were, from one — re remark- 
ably entaild upon their whole Off-ſpring. | 
This yearly Appearance of ſuch a numerous Pa- 
rade, bleſt with ſuch Health, and Vigour, and 
plentiful Fortunes, when Foreigners with their 
own Eyes, behold, they may in their returns from 
travelling, go home and tell their Prieſts, that 
they make Lies their Refuge. EE 
2. Keep Steady and Immoveable in the Do- 
tFrines, and Diſcipline of that Church and Com- 
munion, into which you were born, and enter'd 
by Baptiſm. A Church this 1s, of which your 
Sathers in their ſeveral Spheres, have been the 
Governours and Miniſters, whoſe Fundamentals 
are perfectly agreeable with the Holy Scriptures; 
and the Holy Scriptures with all Veneration re- 


| ceid. 


8 |; the Sons of the Clergy. 


* 
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Ceivd as the Foundation, and only Foundation of 


the Faith of this Church. A Church this is, 
whoſe Rites and Uſages of Worſhip have nothing 
forbidden in them, by any expreſs paſſage in the 
Word of God, and therefore cannot be unwarrant- 
able; but they all ſeem to have an Eye to that 


eat Rule of the Apoſtles, Let all things be done 


ecently and in order, and therefore may be defen- 
ded. A Church this is, the Trueſt and Stron 


Bullwark againſt Errors, and Hereſies, againſt 


it on the one hand, and Pe on the o- 
ther (where all juſt deference has 

this Church) above all that have yet been conſti- 
tuted ſince Primitive Chriſtianity. * In this Church 
your Fathers have Govern'd and Miniſter'd, ſome 
of them have defended Her with their Pens, have 
fuffer'd (ſome of them) under the Inſults of Her 
Enemies; and have grounded youin the juſtifiable- 
neſs of that Foundation ſhe ſtands upon. 

Be ſteady therefore and unmoveable in the Do- 
frines and Diſcipline of this Church. Innumera- 
ble inſtances 1 be given, that where people 
have once broke looſe from this Anchorage, th 
have been driven by every Wind of Doctrine, till 
they have ſplit upon the fatal Rocks either of 
Sectarianiſin, or Infidelity. . | | 
I may add further, as you ſhou'd keep your 
{elves tight to the Communion of which you were 


n given to- 


born Members, ſo you ſhow'd make it your En- 


.deavours, in your ſeveral Stations, by Argument, 


and a Winning Converſation to bring others, who: 
have not had the Advantages, by Birth or Edu- 


cation, that you have had, to bring them over to 


the ſame profeſſion with your ſelves. But, this. 
ſhou'd. 


* 


- 
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ſimou'd be always attempted with that Candor, f 
and Gentleneſs of Temper, as becomes the Sons 


of Stars, in whoſe Nature it is to Dart their 
Light, and diſperſe their influences thro? the 
World, without any impetuouſneſs of Storm or 
Tempeſt within themſelves. _ CO To 
III. Adorn your extraction by all Sobriety and 
Unblameableneſs of Life. Let the Bleſſed Effects 
of your Parents Examples, and care in your Edu- 
cation, be ſo viſible in your pious and inoffenſive 
. Converſation in the World, that it they are gone 
imto the other World, out of the reach of that 
pleaſure that might reſult from the View, or Re- 
ports of their Sons untainted Sobriety , their 
Memories may yet live Green and Flouriſhing, 
and ſcented with freſh Odours, by Peoples — | 


Obſervations upon the Fathers having left ſuch 
uſeful, and ſignificant Children behind them. 
And if they yet Live, and are ſo happy as to be- 
hold your Chaſtity and Temperance, your Gra- 
vity and good Manners, your Reverence of God 
in his great Name and Worſhip, your Meekneſs 
and Afﬀability, and all other lovely Virtues and 
Graces of Chriſtianity, in the midſt of a Profane, 
Adulterous, Intemperate, Contentious, Perverſe 
Generation; they may, not only entertain them» 
ſelves with the inward Satisfactions of fo delight- 
fome a Sight; but alſo ſit eaſy and free from the 
Vexatious Reproaches which this ill- natur'd Age 
will be apt to caſt upon the Father, for the irre- 
gularities of the Son. I will only add, that your 
Numbers are ſo ſignificant, that, as by your ex- 
emplary Life, you may be inſtrumental in reform- 
ing the Manners of your Neighbour-hood; ſo, 
B | you 


= 


—— 
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"the Sons of the Clergy. 


you may help yet to ſtand in the 9755 and to ſtop 
the inundation of Judgments we have ſo much 
— 4 to fear, thro? the exceſs of our Wicked- 
neſſes. | 
IV. Laſt, Give me leave to cloſe all, with what 
is in part, the deſign of our preſent Aſſembling, 
viz, that you wau'd be as diffuſive.in your Cha- 


rity toward the poorer relatives of this Society, 


as Providence may have enabled you. Indeed, 


Charity, is a Subject that has been ſo exhauſted, 
and that, too, upon theſe Solemn Occaſions, that, . 


as I can add nothing to what has been ſo learnedly, 
and affectionately argwd upon t 

buſineſs of the day being Univerſally known, and 
1 chearful aſſembling of ſuch Numbers when 
they know what is mainly intended by it, (one 


wou'd think,) might render any long harangue 


of this kind, unneceſſary, 
Let me therefore only ſay, you have a noble 
Foundation to work upon; a Royal Charter, that 


ſw 0 
ones Ezvy, A Charter, the integrity of whoſe 


is Point, ſo, the 


has out grown the contempt of it ſelf, and yet not 


Members, puts it beyond ſuſpicion, that all be- 


nefactions whatever will be Wiſely and Faith- 


fully diſpens'd; and the growing, neceſſities, of 
thoſe that are the dubjects/of its care, may aſſure 
us, that there can never be wanting ſome, that 
will ſtand in need till of ſome other Subſiſtencies 
than what your greateſt Liberalities can ſupply. 
Alas : it is the unhappineſs of our Church, Jr 

roviſions are not ſo Univerſally plentiful, 
but, of neceſſity ſome Lamps in it, muſt burn 
dim for want of juſt ſupplies of 0! to Cheriſh: 


them. 


— 


re, &c. 85 : 


== "whom" And the relatives o* EI that hay e ones, 
lone bright in the Church, are, to this day, 


3 5 - - - groaning. under the 8 of 4 late difficult T. 
r 1 Some of you, perhaps, have felt the Fan 
T 8 Fortune ,, under your 
SID . __ Roof; But have met with a warmer Sun, Ind the. 
„„ nel of . abroad, and that too, by 
, oritis Charity. Let 
a gn fat Reflections upon excite your 
A Alacrity at this d e and think... Net many a 


e 
— XG — 


_:-- = ances, ** become as b Enden hr hy; 
_ tions, is Divine Providence <5 has made rage. e 


EE P er (4h the elit » God) Holy and 
i A : 0 Sy 23 ; Bowel; of Mercies, Ri ſs, EE] 


. Now to God the Father, « e. 
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